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Law Enforcement Officers  
Killed and Assaulted Statistics
The FBI also collects data on the number of law enforce-
ment officers killed and assaulted in the United States 
each year. This is important information that has been 
used for several reasons, including estimates of the risk 
involved in police work and analyses of what influences 
assaults against, and killings of, police officers. The UCR 
Program began gathering these data in 1972.68

Data Collection
Law Enforcement Officers Killed and Assaulted (LEOKA) 
is a supplementary data collection program of the UCR. 
LEOKA collects data from participating agencies on 
officer line-of-duty deaths and assaults. Information 
obtained from these data assist agencies in developing 
policies to enhance officer safety.

The UCR Program provided the following definitions to 
distinguish between line-of-duty, felonious, and acciden-
tal deaths:

Line-of-duty death: This type of death occurs when 
the officer is on or off duty and acting in an official 
capacity while reacting to a situation that would 
ordinarily fall within the scope of his or her offi-
cial duties as a law enforcement officer. Suicides 
and deaths caused by heart attacks or other natural 
causes as well as deaths occurring while the officer is 
acting in a military capacity are not included in this 
definition.

Felonious death: This type of death occurs when an officer is killed because of or 
while performing his or her official duties and as a direct result of a criminal act by 
a subject.

Accidental death: This type of death occurs when an officer dies as a result of an 
accident he or she is involved in while performing his or her duties (e.g., an officer is 
struck by a vehicle while directing traffic or drowns during a rescue attempt).69

Participating law enforcement agencies are required to report on officers who are  
killed or assaulted and meet the following criteria: (1) working in an official capacity,  
(2) having full arrest powers, (3) wearing a badge (ordinarily), (4) carrying a firearm 
(ordinarily), and (5) being paid from governmental funds allocated for payment of sworn 
law enforcement representatives. These officers are usually employed by local, county, 
state, tribal, or federal entities and working in occupations such as municipal or county 
police, constables, state police, highway patrol officers, sheriffs or deputies, marshals, or 
special agents. Officers usually not included are those involved with protective, prosecu-
torial, or confinement activities, such as federal judges, U.S. attorneys, probation officers, 
corrections officers, jailers, and prison officials.

The UCR Program includes a special form used to collect information on those incidents 
involving line-of-duty felonious or accidental killing of an officer or assault of an officer. 
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Bias Breakdown

Analysis of the 5,462 single-bias incidents reported by law
enforcement during 2014 revealed the following biases:

FIGURE 2.4
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